 Measuring my Maturity
“How do I ratify my testimony?”

What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.” But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless? Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar? You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected; You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone. and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,” and he was called the friend of God. In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.
 (James 2:14-26)
CENTRAL TRUTH: “What we do reveals who we are!”
This passage is the most controversial in the book of James. This is why Martin Luther, founder of the Protestant Reformation chose to call this book, “an epistle of straw.”
I. Two Important Concerns (v. 14)
a. Was James writing to refute Paul’s emphasis on justification by faith? 
i. Paul wrote: For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. (Rom.3.20& ESV)
ii. For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.(Rom. 3:28) 
iii. What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, (Rom.4:1-4)
iv. Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for “The righteous shall live by faith.” (Gal.3.11ESV)
v. Paul in our text writes that Abraham was justified by faith, whereas James states that Abraham was justified by works. How do we reconcile this apparent contradiction? 
1. Paul looks at the ROOT of salvation-James looks at the FRUIT of salvation. Paul was just as interested in “works” as was James. 
a. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. (Eph. 2:8-10)
b. He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. The saying is trustworthy, and I want you to insist on these things, so that those who have believed in God may be careful to devote themselves to good works. These things are excellent and profitable for people. (Titus 3:5,8)
2. They are fighting two different enemies: Paul is fighting the enemy of LEGALISM-people who think they can go to heaven by keeping the law. James is fighting the enemy of LICENSE/ANTINOMIANISM-people who feel their commitment to Jesus carries no moral obligations.
3. Paul and James use same vocabulary, but a different dictionary. Paul uses “WORKS” to describe law keeping as a prerequisite of salvation- James uses “WORKS” as acts of love and compassion which are the results of salvation.
4. Paul and James are answering different questions. They are writing to different audiences. Paul writing to lost religious people; James writing to worldly professing believers. Paul is concerned with being “JUSTIFIED” in the sight of GOD; James is concerned with “JUSTIFYING” his profession in the sight of MAN.
5. Paul is talking about “How to KNOW you are a Christian”- James is talking about “How to SHOW you are a Christian.” 
6. Paul is an APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST and writes with that passion for salvation. James is a PASTOR and writes with a pastor’s heart of concern for his people’s genuine faith and their sanctification. 
7. The book of James was written years BEFORE either Romans or Galatians, so he couldn’t be writing to contradict Paul. 
b. Can a person be saved by faith alone? “Can faith save?” (V.14)
i. The issue is not “Can faith save?” but “WHAT KIND OF FAITH saves?” Paul and James both agree that It Is faith that saves.  Note that the Word says: “Can THAT faith save. The text has a definite article before faith.  James is not against faith as the means of salvation; he just cautions that their faith be real saving faith. Obviously, there is a kind of faith that will not save. 
ii. James had lived in the home with Jesus for thirty years. He had eaten at the table with him daily, slept in the same home, heard all his teachings, yet he was not saved. He was concerned for those who had some sort of awareness of Christ, but no relationship with Him. This is an incredibly important question that impacts not just time, but eternity. 
iii. So what kind of faith will not save? …

2. Three Illustrations of Inadequate Faith (vv. 14-19)
a. A Word Faith: “If a man says he has faith…” (v.14). 
i. Jesus said same thing of the Pharisees: “The scribes and the Pharisees have seated themselves in the chair of Moses; therefore, all that they tell you, do and observe, but do not do according to their deeds; for they say  and do not do. (Matt. 23:2,3)
ii. “Notice the text doesn’t say he has faith, only that he “says” he had faith..He says he is a Christian. He says he believed in the One True God, He said he believed in Christ as his Savior. But…his faith never got beyond his teeth.” (Chitwood)
iii. The Word of God automatically assumes that when we “say something” that we can give positive evidence that what we say is true. So, in this epistle James wants to put our testimony under the microscope and “test our testimony” to see if it is authentic. He wants to strap us into this spiritual polygraph called the book of James and test our testimony. Can we confirm our claim to be followers of Christ or do our actions invalidate that claim.
iv. James is expanding on what Jesus meant when He said: “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I tell you?”  (Luke 6:46)
1. That confession is Inadequate
2. That confession is Incorrect
3. That confession is Incomplete. 
v. Jesus clearly taught that fruit is the sign of life.15 “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You will [a]know them by their fruits. [b]Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? 17 So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So then, you will [c]know them by their fruits.21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. 22 Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many [d]miracles?’ (Matt. 7:15-21)
vi. John the Baptist clearly taught that fruit is the sign of life. … But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. (Matt.3.7-10 ESV) (cf.Matt.5:16)
vii. Apparently, James was familiar with someone who stood up to give their testimony, but whose life was void of fruit. I have learned over these years to use caution in applauding some of the so-called dramatic conversions. I remember when Larry Flint the Pornography King and publisher of Hustler magazine supposedly was saved. That was the talk among evangelicals, but the problem was he never stopped publishing pornography. James comes to Larry and says: “Can that sort of faith save?” Good Question!
b. A Barren Faith: “by itself” (v. 17). He illustrates a barren faith:   
i. 15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, AND be warmed and be filled,” and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? 17  (vv.15-16)
ii. John says essentially the same thing: But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him? Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth. We will know by this that we are of the truth, and will assure our heart before Him. (I John 3:17-19)

iii. Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the signs that he was doing. and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man. But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people…(John 2:23-25)
iv. They profess to know God, but they deny him by their works. They are detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good work. (Titus.1.16)
v.  “A continually disobedient life is proof of false discipleship and dead faith” J McArthur (John 14:21)

c. Intellectual faith: “You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good for you! Even the demons believe this, and they tremble in terror. How foolish! Can’t you see that faith without good deeds is useless? 
i. This refers to the SHEMA which was repeated twice a day by the Jewish people:  “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.” (Deut 6:4,5) 
ii. Orthodoxy is good, but you can believe all the right things and be lost. A man can mentally accept the truth of the resurrection of Jesus Christ yet still have no intentions of committing his life to Him. 
iii. Harold Fickett writes: “A cold, austere, intellectual faith, void of action is nothing more than a mental assent to the existence of God. This faith is just one step above atheism. It is long on profession but short on practice…”
iv. Do I hear you professing to believe in the one and only God, but then observe you complacently sitting back as if you had done something wonderful? That’s just great. Demons do that, but what good does it do them? Use your heads! Do you suppose for a minute that you can cut faith and works in two and not end up with a corpse on your hands? (MSG)
v. Multiplied millions repeat the Apostle’s Creed at each service, yet from observing many of their lives it is obvious that they have made no life changing commitment to the Lordship of Jesus.  Sadly, many will be in hell who are not atheist. 
vi. Jesus said that: “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. 22 Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many [a]miracles?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.’ (Matt. 7:21-23)
vii. Salvation is more than a thirty second experience. It is an initial experience with additional and continuing results. (Ron Dunn) “Salvation Is not a moment, but a movement.” V Pittman
viii. Tragically too many have taught the doctrine of salvation in such a way that we make a complete divide between regeneration and sanctification. The Bible does not make this arbitrary divide between evangelism and discipleship.  The bible assumes that once a person comes to know the Lord that they will want to continue to grow and develop in Him spiritually.
ix. Somebody said, "Faith is like calories. You can’t see them, but you know they’re there and you sure can see the results."
x. For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still do. Though we speak in this way, yet in your case, beloved, we feel sure of better things—things that belong to salvation. For land that has drunk the rain that often falls on it and produces a crop useful to those for whose sake it is cultivated, receives a blessing from God. But if it bears thorns and thistles, it is worthless and near to being cursed, and its end is to be burned. (Heb. 6:7-10)

d. Emotional Faith: “Demons also believe and tremble.” 
i. “Hear then the parable of the sower: As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. Yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. (Matt. 13:18-21)

3. Two illustrations of saving faith: 

a. A godly patriarch: 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar? 22 You see that faith was working with his works, and [f]as a result of the works, faith was [g]perfected; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,” and he was called the friend of God. 24 You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone. (vv. 21-24)
i. Abraham was justified before God by faith alone.
1. No one, Jew or Gentile questioned Abraham’s faith. In fact, Paul gave him the great title: “Father of all who believe.” (Rom. 4;11a) Initially God justified Abraham by pronouncing him righteous. (Gen. 15:6; James 2:23) Justification declares one to be righteous. He has been made so by God. This was some 25 years before he placed Isaac on the altar. 
ii. Abraham was justified before men (shown to be upright) by his works (Gen. 22; Jam. 2:21) James uses the word “justify” in a different way from Paul. James uses it in the sense of “to vindicate as righteous.” Williams’s translation captures this: “Was not our forefather Abraham shown to be upright by his good deeds, namely by offering Isaac his son upon the altar?” His works didn’t earn his justification; they merely authenticated the faith he already had. Faith enabled Abraham to be obedient. 
1. Wiersbe says it well: “By faith, he was justified before God and his righteousness declared; by works he was justified before men, and his righteousness demonstrated. Twenty-five years after the fact Abraham’s works justified on earth what had been announced in heaven.”
2. We must allow for the fact that we are all at different places in our spiritual journey. Some have followed Christ for six months some for sixty years. Obviously, fruit will vary from believer to believer.

b. A godless prostitute: (vv. 25,26)
i. James deliberately designed the greatest conceivable contrast to the godly patriarch Abraham. 
1. Abraham was a Jew; Rehab was a Gentile
2. Abraham man; Rahab woman
3. Abraham a patriarch; Rehab a prostitute
a. Heb.:31 calls her a “woman of faith.” She confessed her faith in God clearly. “The Lord your God is He who is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.” (Josh. 2:11) She was saved before the spies came but revealed her faith by her treatment of the spies. 
b. But Rahab did not merely mouth a creed; she took steps to prove the validity of her faith by hiding the spies and helping with their escape. (Jam. 2:25) Her faith animated her to do works of righteousness. 

Patrick Morley writes that the church’s integrity problem is in the misconception that… “We can add Christ to our lives but not subtract sin. It is a change in belief without a change in behavior." He goes on to say, "It is revival without reformation, without repentance."
“We are saved by faith alone, but not by faith that is alone.”
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